Tribunal 
As part of a wider programme of tribunal reform led by the Tribunals Service of the Ministry of Justice, the Tribunals, Courts and Enforcement Act 2007 (TCEA) created a new tribunal system to replace some 70 tribunals across government.

TCEA put in place a framework for a new two-tier tribunal system with specialist Chambers handling particular types of appeal.  From 1 April 2009 one of these, the Tax Chamber, brought together matters previously heard by the General and Special Commissioners, the VAT & Duties Tribunal and the Section 704 ITA 2007 and Section 706 ICTA 1988 Tribunal.

The new tribunal system consists of two tiers, the First-tier Tribunal and the Upper Tribunal.  The First-tier Tribunal hears most appeals in the first instance.  Decisions of the First-tier Tribunal may be appealed to the Upper Tribunal (which replaces the high Court in England and Wales) provided the appeal is on a point of law and the First-tier Tribunal or Upper Tribunal has given permission (or leave, in Northern Ireland).

Appeals against the decisions of the Upper Tribunal are made to the relevant appellate court where they are on point of law and have permission (or leave, in Northern Ireland) from the Upper Tribunal or relevant appellate court. The relevant appellate court is the Court of Appeal in England and Wales, the Court of Session in Scotland, and the Court of Appeal in Northern Ireland.

A small number of appeals may be heard by the Upper Tribunal in the first instance, on the agreement of the parties and with the consent of the Chamber President.  These appeals are likely to be those where there are substantial and complex points of law and limited facts to be found.

Form more information see the Appeals, Reviews and tribunals Guidance (ARTG) Manual.






