Late appeal to HMRC - refusal (direct)
You appealed against my decision [details] on [date]. The time limit for you to appeal against my decision was 30 days from the date the decision was sent to you.
The law says that when you appeal to HMRC you must do so within the time limit. We may accept a late appeal if

· you had a reasonable excuse for not appealing within the time limit, and

· you appealed as soon as you could after the excuse ended

The law does not say what a reasonable excuse is. However our view is that you have a reasonable excuse only where some exceptional event beyond your control has prevented you from sending in an appeal within the time limit. Each case is considered on its own facts.

The reasons you have given do not appear to me to satisfy these requirements because [explain reasons].

You have the right to apply to an independent tribunal to see if they will accept your late appeal. To do this you should write to the Tribunals Service within 30 days of the date of this letter. You can find further information about this and the tribunal appeal form on the Tribunals Service website www.tribunals.gov.uk/tax/  or you can phone them on 0845 223 8080. 
You can find further information about appeals and reviews on the HMRC website http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/dealingwith/appeals.htm or you can phone the number on this letter.
If you do not take any action I will assume that you agree with my decision of [date]. The [tax/NIC] of £…. chargeable as a result of that decision is due and payable unless the tribunal accepts your application to make a late appeal and you apply for postponement of the tax.
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