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  If you come to study in the UK


      

    
        Foreign students usually do not pay UK tax on foreign income or gains, as long as they’re used for course fees or living costs like:


	food
	rent
	bills
	study materials



Check that the country your income’s from has a ‘double-taxation agreement’ that covers students.


HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) may ask you to account for your living costs if they’re more than £15,000 in a tax year (excluding course fees). The tax year is from 6 April to 5 April the following year.


When you need to pay tax


You may need to pay tax on your foreign income in the normal way if you:


	are from a country without a double-taxation agreement for students
	have other income that you do not bring to the UK
	bring it to the UK and spend it on things other than living costs and course fees
	plan to stay in the UK as your permanent home (‘domicile’)



If you work in the UK


Some double-taxation agreements mean you do not pay UK tax on your income if you work while you’re a student.


If your country does not have an agreement like this, you have to pay tax in the same way as others who come to live in the UK.






          
      
        
          
            
          
          Previous
            :
            If you're taxed twice
        
      


  


        
          
            View a printable version of the whole guide
          
        

  


  

  


      
      
        Related content
      




      


  	Income Tax: introduction
	Capital Gains Tax: what you pay it on, rates and allowances
	Tax if you return to the UK
	How to apply for a certificate of residence to claim tax relief abroad
	HMRC email updates, videos and webinars for Self Assessment






      

    Collection


  	Living or working abroad or offshore: detailed information
	Tax compliance: detailed information


















  
    
        
  
      



      

    Explore the topic


  	Income Tax
	Living abroad
	Travelling to the UK






  



    

  




    
  


      
        

  

  
    
      
        Is this page useful?

        	
            
              Maybe
          
	
            
              Yes this page is useful
          
	

            
              No this page is not useful
          


      

    


    
      Thank you for your feedback
    


    
      
        Report a problem with this page
    

  




  


  
    
      


      

      Help us improve GOV.UK

      Don’t include personal or financial information like your National Insurance number or credit card details.


      
        This field is for robots only. Please leave blank
        
      


      

    
  What were you doing?





  

    



      

    
  What went wrong?





  

    




      


  Send



      
        Cancel
      
    

  






  


  
    
      


      
      

      Help us improve GOV.UK

      To help us improve GOV.UK, we’d like to know more about your visit today. We’ll send you a link to a feedback form. It will take only 2 minutes to fill in. Don’t worry we won’t send you spam or share your email address with anyone.


      


            
  Email address







    
    




      


  Send me the survey



      
        Cancel
      

    

  







      


      
  
      
            
              Services and information

                	
                        Benefits
                      
	
                        Births, death, marriages and care
                      
	
                        Business and self-employed
                      
	
                        Childcare and parenting
                      
	
                        Citizenship and living in the UK
                      
	
                        Crime, justice and the law
                      
	
                        Disabled people
                      
	
                        Driving and transport
                      
	
                        Education and learning
                      
	
                        Employing people
                      
	
                        Environment and countryside
                      
	
                        Housing and local services
                      
	
                        Money and tax
                      
	
                        Passports, travel and living abroad
                      
	
                        Visas and immigration
                      
	
                        Working, jobs and pensions
                      


            

            
              Government activity

                	
                        Departments
                      
	
                        News
                      
	
                        Guidance and regulation
                      
	
                        Research and statistics
                      
	
                        Policy papers and consultations
                      
	
                        Transparency
                      
	
                        How government works
                      
	
                        Get involved
                      


            

      


      

    
      
          Support links

          	
                Help
              
	
                Privacy
              
	
                Cookies
              
	
                Accessibility statement
              
	
                Contact
              
	
                Terms and conditions
              
	
                Rhestr o Wasanaethau Cymraeg
              
	
                Government Digital Service
              


        
          
        
        
          All content is available under the Open Government Licence v3.0, except where otherwise stated
        
      

      
        © Crown copyright
      

    

  


    

